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A World of (elight

A few days back I was checking my updates on Facebook. The status of my favourite teacher Mr. Chacko Sebastian
caught my eye, the status stated: “Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.” The status made me recollect
my school days. It made me reminiscence the time when I was in Std 8 and Sir Chacko was my class teacher. I owe
him a lot; he was the one who taught me how to be free forever, how to soar high with my feet deeply rooted to the
ground, how to escape into the world of fantasies, how to find paradise amidst books. He taught me to develop the
passion of reading. Books became my runway to personal freedom. As I learned to read I discovered there was a
whole world to conquer that went beyond my imagination. I discovered that the habit of reading is the only pleasure
that remains when all others fade.

I started saving all my pocket money only to buy the latest editions of Enid Blyton and Nancy Drew books. Patricia

("Pat") and Isabel O'Sullivan became my best friends. I started solving mysteries with Julian, Dick, Anne and
Georgina— and their dog Timothy. I had a world of my own. From then, books have been my resource to learning,
laughter, solace, excitement and inspiration.

I still remember and retain the splendid book that Sir gifted me on my birthday, “To Sir, With Love” written by E.R.
Braithwaite. Till date, it's one of the best books that I have read. If only I could show him today the small library that |
have because it's he who ignited that spark within me. If only I could tell him,” Sir, you are the one who taught me
how to bloom.” No words are enough to thank him for the indelible imprint that he has left in my life. I was fortunate
to get ateacher like him who takes a lot of pain to see that students reach the threshold of their minds.

What troubles me today is how I pass on the same learning to my students in this world of IPod, computers and X-
box which have overtaken the humble Hardy Boys or Tom Sawyer in managing to catch the attention of the young
kids. A frail book finds it difficult to battle with the e-world. Still  don't lose hope as I have seen a handful of my kids
developing the passion for reading, I smile to myself when I see one of my students completing any work given in a
hurry just to read a book kept under the desk. This is passion! | would be most content if my students grew up to be
the kind of people who think decorating consists mostly of building enough bookshelves.

Ms. Moumita Choudhury
Teacher
Secondary Section
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A Sense that is Rare to See

Civic sense, or rather the lack of it, is a topic that has been widely discussed and argued in India. Somehow, most
Indians do not care much for civic sense. And this attitude is prevalent across all sections of society. People today
are so driven towards their personal goals that civic sense as an ethic has become a low priority; almost a trouble.
This attitude could be harmful for India in the long run.

Civic sense is nothing but social ethics. It is consideration by the people for the unspoken norms of society. A lot of
people assume that civic sense is just about keeping the roads, streets and public property clean. But civic sense is
more than that; it has to do with law-abiding, respect for fellow men and maintaining decorum in public places. A
lot of foreign countries function in a smooth manner because of the strong civic sense amongst their people.

We teach our children about the importance of civic sense and how it could make a difference to the country as
well as the quality of their lives. But, with the exception of a couple of lessons in school, not a lot of attention is
given to civic behaviour.

India has a diverse population and the need of the hour is general civic sense. It is not uncommon to read or hear
about communal friction. Even living in the city has become difficult because people have no consideration
whatsoever for fellow city-dwellers.

When civic sense is absent in a society, it leads to a lot of problems. Disregard for the law is a primary cause for
lacking civic sense. A person who has high civic values does not resort to shortcuts and unethical tactics to get his
work done. And being unethical in daily activities does not benefit anyone, as the behaviour only gets emulated by
other members of society. Ultimately, the situation will reach a point where hardly anything can be done to restore
it.

For example, being inconsiderate towards fellow society members will only come right back at you. You have to be
social, mature and unbiased when it comes to situations in public. The current state of public transport, for
example, is disheartening. And we have no one to blame but ourselves for this condition.

There are spit marks, urine, vulgar graffiti, random garbage and overflowing sewers at every nook and corner of
India. NO city in this country has managed to fight the menace. It is easy to pin everything on the government, but
people must first Question themselves and their own civic sense. Roads are not dirty because nobody cleaned it,
but because somebody dirtied it in the first place.

And such dirt and grime is not acceptable to anybody; it exists only because everybody does it. Even swine flu,
which quickly spread across the country, was caused by the absence of hygiene. It does not help that people are
irresponsible with the disposal of bio-waste. And people continue to indulge in such behaviour in spite of knowing
the harmful effects.

Using 'everybody does it' is an excuse and only an excuse. In India, even prominent personalities indulge in proud
displays of lack of civic sense. People littering local train compartments, buses or the stations is all a common
sight.
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When children are taught about civic sense, they are also taught about civic responsibility. Children need to be
taught civic sense early because unlike a specific skill, civic sense is a school of thought in itself. It is belief in
hygiene, respect for other members of society, and humane behaviour above all which is of prime importance.

One may begin by keeping one's immediate surroundings clean and tidy. If one learns to appreciate cleanliness, it
will be practiced outside one's home as much as at home.

Children must be encouraged to mix with people from different backgrounds and not harbour prejudice against
them. India is a mix of a variety of people and patience and tolerance in our children will make them more accepted
and respected. We can also tell our children about the relevance of different festivals and explain to them the spirit
behind each. This way, he will not see the differences but the similarities between our religion and another's.

With such small steps we can teach our children about civic sense and the importance of it in their life. And by
teaching them about civic sense, we are not only making them better human beings but also doing our bit for the
future of the country.

Just as the golden rule goes — 'You can judge one by the shoes one wears." Similarly, a city is judged by the
cleanliness it portrays.

Ms. Sneha Desai
Teacher
Secondary Section
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The acronym of EDUCATION says it all. Educating oneself does not just mean learning to read and write one
or two languages. It means learning new skills and using these skills for the welfare of masses or a company or
a state or a nation.

If each and every person thinks in a similar fashion, this world would have been a better place to live in. The
main purpose of education is to implement what one has learnt. If you would go on filling a tank with water, it
would soon begin to overflow. This would result into wastage of resource. On the other hand if you would
have used it effectively for various tasks, your purpose of filling up the water tank would have been acheived.
Someone has rightly said —' Education is the weapon for survival . and I would like to add on — if used
effectively.

Knowledge acquired can flourish. It"s influence on people and their behaviour is tremendous. Education can
change an entire nation"s point of view. It"s effect is phonomenal. Keep on swimming in the vast ocean of
knowledge and make sure that every opportunity to impart or use knowledge is well — utilized.

Education has changed the world" s outlook. New technologies, new inventions, new ideas are the results of
education. People have explored not only each and every part of the Earth but also the universe. Newer ideas
have given rise to newer possibilities. People have started defying the laws of nature. They have empowered
themselves only through education.

It is believed that an educated person knows what he speaks, what he does and how to behave with everyone.
That's why when a person uses inappropriate words he is deemed as an uneducated person. Thus education
changes the overall persona of an individual who in turn has the potential to take part in a major makeover of
our society. Let the best intellectual prowess rule the world for the well-being of humanity.

Ms. Ramya Vettath
Teacher
Primary Section
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